
 

 
JOINT EAST BERKSHIRE HEALTH OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

2 FEBRUARY 2011 
 
 

COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME  
 

 
 
1 INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1 This report provides an update on the work programme for the Joint East Berkshire 

Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee in 2010-11, as agreed at the Committee’s 
meeting on 30 March 2010. It also invites the Committee to consider its future work 
programme for 2011-12, with particular reference to: 

a) The government’s planned dissolution of the Berkshire East Primary Care 
Trust; and 

b) The rotation of Chairing and officer support for the Committee from Bracknell 
Forest to the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead. 

 
 

2 SUGGESTED ACTION 
 
2.1 To note the completion of the work programme for 2010-11, attached. 
2.2 To determine the Committee’s future work programme. 
2.3 To confirm that the Chairing and officer support for the Committee will transfer 

henceforth from Bracknell Forest Council to the Royal Borough of Windsor & 
Maidenhead. 

 
 
3 SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

 
 

3.1 The reason for the creation of the Joint East Berkshire Health Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee was the creation of the Berkshire East Primary Care Trust (PCT), together 
with the duty on the three local authorities in East Berkshire to form a joint committee 
to respond to the PCT’s statutory consultation on ‘Right Care, Right Place’. 

 
3.2 Further to the Government’s planned dissolution of all PCTs from April 2013, the 

South Central Strategic Health Authority has announced that the PCTs in the NHS 
South Central region are to come together into three clusters, following a Department 
of Health requirement. There will be three clusters in the region: Southampton, 
Hampshire, Isle of Wight and Portsmouth; Berkshire West and Berkshire East; Milton 
Keynes, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. They will each have a shared executive, 
and the change is expected to occur early in 2011. 

 
3.3 Slough BC provided Chairmanship of the Committee and its officer support for the 

2009-10 municipal year, and Bracknell Forest Council did so in 2010-11. Under the 
Joint Committee’s terms of reference, the Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead is 
due to assume Chairmanship of the Committee and provide its officer support for the 
2011-12 municipal year.  

 
3.4 No dates have been set yet for any future meetings of the Committee. 
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3.5 On 27 January 2011, the Overview and Scrutiny Commission of Bracknell Forest 
Council are due to consider a report concerning the impact of a reduction in officer 
support for O&S, and a number of options for change. These include possibly ceasing 
the Council’s involvement in the Joint East Berkshire Health O&S Committee, only to 
be reactivated in the event of a statutory consultation requirement.  

 
 
 
 
 
Contact for further information 
 
Richard Beaumont – 01344 352283 
e-mail: richard.beaumont@bracknell-forest.gov.uk 
 

116



 

JOINT EAST BERKSHIRE HEALTH OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
WORK PROGRAMME 2010-11 

 
 
16 June 2010 Meeting - Slough 
 

1. Standard items :  
a) Apologies for absence 
b) Declarations of interest 
c) Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising 
d) An update on Health Scrutiny issues at each of the three councils (presented 

orally by the lead Member from each council, with the most recent published 
minutes included in the agenda pack) 

e) Update on the Committee’s work programme. 
 

2. Annual review of Committee’s Terms of Reference 
3. Director of Public Health presentation – key issues for Berkshire East, and an 

update on the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 
4. Update on the Heatherwood and Wexham Park Hospitals Trust Turnaround Plan 
5. Monitoring registration of health services by the Care Quality Commission 
6. Forming a working group on an important topic for health in east Berkshire (perhaps 

progress in controlling hospital-acquired infections, or access to NHS dentists).   
 
Note – The final report of the Committee’s working group on hospital car park charges 
was originally planned for the June meeting. 

 
6 October 2010 Meeting – Wexham Park Hospital  
 
Note – with a separate tour of Wexham Park hospital at 6pm 

1. Standard items (as above) 
2. NHS Berkshire East 

a) Budget plans and the links to the priorities in the JSNA 
b) An update on the transfer of community health services 

3. Consultation by the Berkshire Healthcare Trust on mental health inpatient services 
4. The report of the Committee’s working group on hospital car park charges (deferred 

from June) 
5. Update on the Heatherwood and Wexham Park Hospitals Trust Turnaround Plan 

 
2 February 2011 Meeting - Bracknell 
 

1. Standard items (as above) 
2. Meeting the Chief Executive of the Strategic Health Authority to discuss the national 

and regional health priorities affecting east Berkshire 
3. An update on the performance of the South Central Ambulance Trust  
4. Considering the response to the Working Group report on hospital car park charges 

(deferred from October) 
5. Consultation on children’s heart surgery. 
6. The Committee’s work programme for 2011-12 

 
 
Note - All Councils and health partners are welcome to suggest agenda items, up to four 
weeks before each meeting. Three weeks in advance of each meeting the Chairman will 
circulate a draft agenda to the Vice Chairmen for discussion and agreement. 
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